CHAPTER XVIL
MUSLIM FESTIVALS AND FASTS.
THE dates for festivals and fasts observed by
Muslims are regulated by their calendar.
The Muslim era dates fromlhe i6th July, 622 A.D.,
i.e., the day after Muhammad's flight (hijra) from
Mecca. The years are purely lunar and therefore
get behind the solar calendar, making a complete
cyde in about 32! years. This circumstance has
to be remembered in India, for it happens occa-
sionally that certain Hijidu and Muslim festivals
fall upon the same day and special arrangements
have to be made to prevent the dashing of religious
processions of the two different creeds. Another
point to be remembered is that the date of a festival
may be retarded for a day or so, owing to the new
moon being obscured by douds.
The names of the Muslim months and principal
festivals are given on the next page.